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Welcome to a meeting of the Water Board of the City of San Bernardino.
The City of San Bernardino Municipal Water Department recognizes its obligation to provide equal access to those individuals with
disabilities. Please contact the General Manager’s Office (909-384-5191) as soon as possible prior to the meeting for any requests
for reasonable accommodation, to include interpreters.
All documents for public review are on file with the Water Department located at 1350 South “E” Street, San Bernardino or may be
accessed online at http://www.sbcity.org/water/newsalerts/agendas_n_minutes.asp
Please turn off or mute your cell phone while the meeting is in session.
Any member of the public desiring to speak to the Water Board concerning any matter on the agenda may address the body at the
end of the meeting during the period reserved for public comments. Said total period for public comments shall not exceed fortyfive (45) minutes, unless such time limit is extended by the Water Board. A three-minute limitation shall apply to each member of
the public, unless such time limit is extended by the Water Board. No member of the public shall be permitted to “share” his/her
three minutes with any other member of the public.
Public comments will not be received on any item on the agenda when a public hearing has been conducted and closed.

CALL TO ORDER
1.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY MEMBERS OF THE WATER BOARD

2.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA: A three-minute limitation
shall apply to each member of the public who wishes to address the Water Board of any item
listed on the agenda, excluding public hearings. There is no limit on the number of items that
may be discussed within the three-minute time limit. To be called by the Water Board
President, please turn in individual speaker slips to the Secretary of the Board at the
beginning of the meeting.

3.

RESOLUTION DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND AUTHORIZING THE
GENERAL MANAGER TO TAKE ACTION TO ENSURE THE CONTINUED SAFE
OPERATION OF THE CITY’S WATER AND WASTEWATER SYSTEMS: A novel
coronavirus that was first detected in China has spread across the world and has now been
detected in over 100 countries, including the United States. The virus is named “SARS-CoV2” and the disease that it causes is named “coronavirus disease 2019” or COVID-19. Given
its global widespread, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO)
characterized the COVID-19 outbreak as a pandemic.

Special Meeting

Agenda

March 17, 2020

A couple of days later, on March 13, the President of the United States declared a national
emergency as the virus continued to spread across the United States. Locally, the City
Manager has issued Proclamation No. 2020-01 proclaiming the existence of an emergency
across the city. The Mayor and Council are expected to ratify this proclamation at its March
18, 2020, regular meeting.
Over the past few weeks, the Department has implemented several measures aimed at
combating the COVID-19 outbreak. This includes information and instruction for
Department employees covering general COVID-19 updates and guidance, proper hygiene
and disinfection of workspaces, social distancing, and illness awareness and proper care.
Several messages/updates have been sent to Department customers via social media, email,
and the Department website to inform the public that the city’s water is not affected by the
outbreak and is safe to drink.
As witnessed over the past few weeks, this global health crisis is an extremely fluid situation.
The Department’s ability to efficiently mobilize local resources, take necessary actions,
coordinate interagency response, accelerate procurement of vital supplies, use mutual aid, and
seek future reimbursement by State and Federal governments will be critical to successfully
respond to COVID-19. The current conditions and outlook jeopardize the Department’s
ability to continue safe operation of the city’s water and wastewater systems.
MOTION:

Approve Resolution declaring an emergency and authorizing the General
Manager to take action to ensure the continued safe operation of the City’s
water and wastewater systems.
MOTION:

4.

SECONDED:

ADJOURNMENT
NOTE: The next regular meeting of the Water Board is scheduled for 9:30 a.m., March 24,
2020 in the Margaret H. Chandler Water Reclamation Plant Conference Room, 399 Chandler
Place, San Bernardino, California, 92408.
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CITY OF SAN BERN
MUNICIPAL WATER DE
!rATER BOARD
STAFF REPORT

TO:

Water Board Commissionets

FROM:

MiguelJ. Gueffero, P.E., General Managet

SUBJECT:

RESOLUTION DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND AUTHORIZING
THE GENERAL MANAGER TO TAKE ACTION TO ENSURE THE
CONTINUED SAFE OPERATION OF THE CITYS WATER AND
WASTEWATER SYSTEMS

DATE:

Match 76,2020

CC:

T. Ledoux, R. Kramer, R. Ohama, J. Shepardson, K. Stewart, Steve Millet, Cynthia
Mouser

BACKGROUND
A novel coronavirus that was first detected in China has spread across the wodd and has now been
detected in over 100 countries, including the United States. The virus is named "SARS-CoV-2" and
the disease that it causes is named "coronavirus disease 201,9" or COVID-19. Given its global
widespread, on March 17,2020, the World Health Orgaruzaion (XUHO) characteized the COVID19 outbreak as a pandemic. A couple of days later, on March 13, the President of the United States
declated a national emergency as the virus continued to spread across the United States. Locally,
San Bernardino County teported its first COVID-19 case on March 15, only a few days aftet
declaring a public health emergency on March 10. There have been no confitmed COVID-19 cases
in the City of San Bemardino to date, however, the City Manager has issued Ptoclamadon No. 202001 proclaiming the existence of an emergency across the city. The Mayor and Council ate expected
to rattfy this ptoclamadon at its March 78,2020, regular meeting.
DISCUSSION
Over the past few weeks, the Depattrnent has implemented several measures aimed at combating
the COVID-19 outbreak. This includes information and instruction for Departrnent employees
covering general COVID-19 updates and guidance, proper hygiene and disinfection of workspaces,
social distancing, and illness awareness and proper care. Several messages/updates have been sent
to Department customers via social media, email, and the Department website to inform the public
that the city's water is not affected by the outbreak and is safe to drink. A message was also sent to
inform customers of offsite payment options, and customer setvice representadves are encouaging
offsite payment methods for those that call and walk in. The Department has also modified public
access to the customer service building at 7350 S. E Street with social distancing in mind.
Thtoughout this crisis, the Department is in contact with neighboring agencies and the city to share
information, discuss and plan coordinated efforts, and maintain consistency and proper response in
the region.

Agenda Item
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SUBJECT: RESOLUTION DECI.ARING AN EMERGENCY AND AUTHORIZING THE
GENERAL MANAGER TO TAKE ACTION TO ENSURE THE CONTINUED
THE CITYS WATER AND WASTEWATER SYSTEMS

SAFE OPERATION OF

As witnessed over the past few weeks, this global health crisis is an extremely fluid situation. The
Departrnent's ability to efficiendy mobilize local resources, take necessary acdons, coordinate
interagency response, accelerate procurement of vital supplies, use mutual aid, and seek future
teimbursement by State and Federal govemments will be critical to successfirlly respond to COVID19. The current conditions and oudook jeopar.lize the Departrnent's ability to continue safe
operation of the city's water and wastewater systems. It is therefore recommended that the City
Water Board declare the existence of a local emergency affecting the Water Departrnent and
authonze the General Manager to swiftly and appropriately act to:

a)

make and issue rules and regulations on matters reasonably related to the condnued
operadon of the Water and Wastewater Systems as affected by such emergency, provided,
however, that such rules and regulations ate confirmed at the eadiest ptacticable time by the
W'ater Board;

b)
.)

obtain vital supplies, equipment, and such other properties found lacking and needed for the
continued operadon of the !7ater and Wastewater Systems and to bind the Department for
the fair value thereof; and
execute all ordinary power as General Manager, all of the special powers conferred by this
resolution or arry emergency plan adopted by the City, all powers conferred by any statute,
by any agteement apptoved by the Water Board, and by any other lawfirl authority.

GOALS AND OBIECTIVES:
This action aligns with the Department's Strategic Plan under Target #3 Customer Service/Public
Relations, Goal #8 Meet and Exceed Internal and External Customer Expectations including
responsiveness and timeliness. This action also aligns with the Department's Key Value Statements
to "always act in the best interest of the public's health and safety."

FISCAL IMPACT:
Adoption of this Resolution does not present a fiscal impact. Any subsequent, related actions that
present a fiscal impact would be btought before the Water Boatd if necessary.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Water Board make the following motion
action to ensure the continued safe operation of the City's water and wastewater systems.

zz"L-- -

Respectfirlly submitted,

Miguel J. Guerrero, P.E.
General Manager

Attach 1 - Resolution

RESOLUTTON NO.

7
2
3
4

RESOLUEION OE. THE IIATER BOARD OE' THE CITY OF SA}I
BERNARDINO DECI.ARING ATi[ EMERGENCY A}ID AUTHORIZING TEE GEIIERJAL
!4A}IAGER TO TAKE ACTION TO ENSI'RE TEE CONTINT'ED SAFE OPERATION OT
THE CITY' S ?TATER A}ID }TASTEWATER SYSTEMS THROUGH TEE PEIIDENCY OE
THE EMERGENCY

A

q

in accordance with Section 603 of the City Charter
6
for the City of San Bernardino, the Water Board is responsible to
l
oversee and manage the City's water supply, recycled water,
t,
wastewater collection and treatment ("Water and Wastewater
9
Systems") functions; and
10
I{IIEREAS, the Water Board administers the Water and
11
Wastewater Systems through its Generaf Manager; and
72
WHEREAS, conditi-ons of extreme per j-I to the safety of
13
persons and property have arisen within the City of San
!4
Bernardino caused by the worldwide spread of respiratory il-l-ness
15
due to the novel coronavirus known as COVID-19; and
16
I{IIEREAS ,
the State of Cali f ornia, the County of San
t1
Bernardj-no, and the City of San Bernardino have declared
1B
emergencies as a result of the spread of COVID-19; and
79
YIHERE.AS, whi1e, dt the time of agenda publication for this
20
resolution, the Department is aware of only a single case of
2t
COVID-19 infection within the County limits, several cases have
22
been confirmed in neighboring counties and the disease is having
23
a gIoba1 impact; and
24
I{IIEREjA,S, COVID-19 has spread globally to over 10 countries,
25
infecting more than 118,000 persons and killing more than 4,200
26
individuals worldwide; and
I{IIEREiAS,

21
2B

11

conditions that are likely to
be beyond the control of local resources and require the combined
forces of other political- subdivisions to combat; and
IIIIEREAS, the Department' s ability
to mobil-ize local
resources, take necessary actions, coordinate j-nteragency
response, accelerate procurement of vital supplies, use mutual
aid, and seek future reimbursement by the State and Federalgovernments wilI be critical to successfulJ-y responding to COVIDL9; and
warrant and
WHEREjAS, the conditions of extreme peril
necessitate the proclamation of the existence of a local-

72

emergency.

13

76

BE IT RESOL\IED by the YIATER BOARD of the
City of San Bernardino, as foJ-J.ows:
Section 1. The Water Board hereby declares the existence of
a local emergency affecting the City of San Bernardino Municipal

71

Water Department.

1
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3
4
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WHEREjA,S,

NOI[,

COVID-19 has created

THEREFORE,

Section 2. The General- Manager is

hereby

authorized

empowered:

(a)

To make and issue rules

and regulations

on matters

2L

reasonably related to the continued operation of the Water

22

Wastewater Systems as affected

23

however, that

24

earliest

25

and

and

by such emergency, provided,

such rules and regulatlons

are confirmed at the

practicable tlme by the Water Board;

(b)

To obtain vltal

supplies,

equj-pment, and such other

26

properties

found Iacking and needed for the contlnued operation

21

of the Water and Wastewater Systems and to bind the Department
for the fair value thereof; and

(c) To execute all ordinary power as General Manager, all
2
of the special powers conferred by this resolution or any
3
emergency plan adopted by the City, all powers conferred by any
4
statute, by any agreement approved by the Water Board, and by any
5
other lawful- authorlty.
6
Section 3. The General- Manager is hereby directed to ensure
1
Department staff track costs associated with staffing, supplies,
I and equipment related to this emergency.
9
Section 4. The l-ocal emergency shall be deemed to continue
10
to exist until its terminatj-on is proclaimed by the Water Board.
11
Section 5. The Water Board finds this Resolution is not
l2 subject to the California Environmental- Quality Act (CEQA) in
13 that the activity
is covered by the general rule that CEQA
74
applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a
15 significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with
76 certainty, as in this case, that there is no possibility that the
L'7
activity in question may have a significant effect on the
18
environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.
19
Section 6. Severability.
If any provj-sion of this
20 Resolution or
the application thereof to any person or
2t circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall- not affect
22 other provj-sions or applications, and to this end the provisions
23 of this Resolution are declared to be severable.
24
Section 7. Effective Date. This Resolution shall become
25 ef fecti-ve immediately.
1
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that the foregoing resolution was duly
adopted by the City of San Bernardino Municipal Water Department
Water Board at a regular meeting thereof held on the 17th of
March, 2020 by the following vote, to-wit:
HEREBY CERTIEY

5

AYES:

6

NAYS:

7

ABSTAIN:

B

ABSENT:

9

10

Robin L. Ohama
Clerk & Ex-Officio Secretary
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